When presented with two objects patients with simultanagnosia show a marked impairment at naming both items. This has led many authors to conclude that the second item is not being processed (e.g., Robinson, 2003). However, this deficit may instead reflect a deficit with explicit, or conscious report. We investigated this issue using a semantic priming paradigm that allowed us to assess implicit processing of the second "unseen" item. We presented a patient, with bilateral parietal damage, with pairs of pictures that were either from the same or a different semantic category. The patient was asked to either classify one of the pictures or to name both pictures. When the items were from different categories the patient's classification performance was significantly poorer than when they were from the same category, even though he could rarely explicitly report both items. These findings are consistent with the notion that the meaning of the "unseen" item influenced the reporting of the "seen" item. Consequently, the deficit seen in this patient does not seem to reflect an inability to process more than one item simultaneously but rather a deficit in explicitly identifying multiple items.
INTRODUCTION
Balint's syndrome is a rare neuropsychological condition resulting from bilateral damage to parieto-occipital cortex. The syndrome is manifest clinically as a triad of symptoms including: optic ataxia, paralysis of gaze and spatial disorder of attention (Balint, 1909; Husain and Stein, 1988) . Optic ataxia refers to a deficit in visually guided reaching movements that does not result from basic deficits in sensory or motor processing (Balint, 1909; Rizzo, 1993) . Paralysis of gaze refers to a paucity of spontaneous eye movements, coupled with inappropriate fixation of gaze and difficulties in voluntarily shifting fixation to other objects that is now termed "ocular apraxia" (Balint, 1909; Rizzo, 1993) . The spatial disorder of attention associated with Balint's syndrome refers to an inability to "perceive" more than one object at a time that is now termed "dorsal simultanagnosia" (Balint, 1909; Robertson, 2003) .
While patients with simultanagnosia are unable to identity two items presented simultaneously unless those items are presented for far longer than is normally required for identification; this does not mean that the unnamed item is not being processed visually. If indirect measures that do not require an explicit or conscious judgement are obtained, then sensitivity to the undetected item can be observed through changes in performance. Many studies of patients with hemispatial neglect have reported implicit processing of visual stimuli presented in the patients' neglected field of which the patient is unaware (e.g., Baylis et al., 1993; Marzi et al., 1996) . The degree of implicit processing of the unseen item can be quite extensive and may include both object identification and semantic priming (e.g., Berti and Rizzolati, 1992; McGlincheyBerroth et al., 1993) . For example, Berti and Rizzolati (1992) , presented neglect patients with pairs of objects, either from the same semantic category or from a different semantic category. Patients were faster to classify the item in their non-neglected field when they were both from the same semantic category compared with when they were from different categories. Similarly, McGlinchey-Berroth et al. (1993) , using sequential presentations of items, demonstrated speeded reaction times (RTs) if the preceding item presented in the neglected field, was semantically related to the item in the patient's non-neglected visual field.
A few recent studies have demonstrated implicit processing after bilateral damage to parietal lobe resulting in Balint's syndrome. For example, Kim and Robertson (2001) showed that the Balint's patient, R.M., was able to make use of the direction of an arrow cue to aid visual search in the absence of awareness of the direction that the arrow pointed. Implicit processing of the identity of a global letter that could not be explicitly reported has also been demonstrated in a Balint's syndrome patient that was studied by Karnath et al. (2000) . In this study, the patient was significantly slower to name the local letters in a "Navon figure" when the local letters had a different identity to that of the global letter. We observed a 
